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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SSM-03 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 
INRE-00 DHA-02 OC-06 CCO-OO OPR-02 A-01 SY-05 
SCA-01 MCT-01 SCS-03 USSS-00 EB-08 IO-13 AID-05 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NEAE-00 /113W 

081185 261348Z/46 

O 261312Z JUL 77 
FM AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0981 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL ALEXANDRIA 0678 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, AEMR, EG, LY 

SUBJECT: TENSIONS IN ALEXANDRIA 

1 . WIFE OF BRITISH TECHNICIAN ATTACHED TO EGYPTIAN NAVY TO TRAIN 
EGYPTIANS IN OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF HOVERCRAFT BOUGHT FROM 
ENGLAND, INFORMED CONGEN'S WIFE MID-MORNING 26 JULY THAT SHE AND 
OTHER COMPANY DEPENDENTS HAD BEEN ORDERED ONTO "STANDBY" FOR 
POSSIBLE EVACUATION FROM EGYPT DUE THREAT OF INCREASED LEVELS 
LIBYAN-EGYPTIAN HOSTILITIES. SHE SAID EGYPTIAN NAVY IS IN HIGH 
STATE OF ALERT, "EVEN FROGMEN", AND RESERVES BEING 

CALLED TO DUTY. 

2. I DISCUSSED THIS LATER IN DAY WITH BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL WHO 
HAD NO INKLING OF SUCH ACTION BY ENGLISH FIRM. HE DID NOT RPT 
NOT SHARE THEIR ANXIETIES AND ADDED: "HOVERCRAFT HAS RATHER 
WIERD GROUP HERE." 

3. ALEXANDRIA CIVILIANS AS WHOLE, BOTH LOCALS AND FOREIGNERS, 

APPEAR QUITE CALM OVER LIBYAN-EGYPTIAN CONFRONTATION. THERE 
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ARE SOME, NOT VERY SYMPATHETIC TO SADAT BY NATURE, WHO THINK 
BORDER CLASH WAS POLITICALLY INSPIRED BY SADAT'S DESIRE TO 
DIVERT POPULAR ATTENTION FROM DOMESTIC PROBLEMS. MOST, HOWEVER, 
SEE SOVIET HAND BEHIND QADHAFI AS REAL INSTIGATOR. 
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